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At a glance

* A documentary film in production
about the history and people of the
legendary Newport Folk Festival,
founded in 1959

Highlights

* Project launched by Naka
Productions partners Beverly
Penninger and Alyson Young after
they attended the Newport Folk
Festival in 1996

* Filmed interviews with Joan Baez,
Judy Collins, Arlo Guthrie, Odetta,
Pete Seeger, Doc Watson and
others

* Other award-winning films by
Naka Productions: “The Spirit
of Sacajawea (2006),” “Moving
America’s Lighthouse (2000),”
Wild in Corolla (1996)”

ASC Regional Artist Grant Project
To create a trailer that will attract
investors for a finished documentary
film to be made from 80 hours

of interviews and festival footage
completed since 2001

GRANT RECIPIENT

documentary on the Newport Folk Festival
' captures social history and musical traditions

EDITOR'S NOTE: Realtor® Reflections regularly features an artist or agency affiliated with the
Arts & Science Council (ASC) as a way for Realtors® to help educate their clients about our
cultural community. CRRA is an annual contributor to ASC.

By Louise Barden

hen Bev Penninger and Alyson Young, partners in video company Naka
WProductions, first attended the Newport Folk Festival (Rhode Island) in 1996, they
were simply avid folk-music fans.

By the end of their third festival, the pair asked producer Robert L. “Bob” Jones if they
could record its history. This was the event that introduced Joan Baez and Bob Dylan as
well as Arlo Guthrie, Janis Joplin, Joni Mitchell and James Taylor.

“Folk music never goes away. It changes and evolves, but it is an inevitable progression,”
Penninger says. “People speak their truth through their art. The music is a reflection of
social awareness.”



From left: Pete Seeger, Odetta and Mother Maybelle.
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then, finally, in 2001, permission for on-camera interview sonian, plus additional old
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History caught on camera
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